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PREFACE

V

PREFACE
The labor movement in the West has long been an area
of substantial and often critical study.

A small but signi-

ficant facet of this study is directed toward the Industrial
Workers of the World.

However, the Wobblies, e.s they came

to be called, have often been explained away not so much for
what they did as for what their organizers said they believed.
There have been few attempts other than by the Wobblies
themselves to closely examine resistance to them and their
activities.
The literature published by the union is emotional,
highly colored, and often based upon half-truths and innuendoes.

Accounts of I. W.W. incidents including The

Centralia Conspiracy by Ralph Chaplin and Walker C. Smith's
The Everett Massacre and Was

11

Murder?

are such works.

'rhe "official" history of the Wobblies, The I. W.

w.:

Its

First Fifty Years by Fred Thompson, is a well documented but
biased portrayal of the I. W.W.

An objective but outdated

work is Paul Brissenden•s The I. W.W.:
Syndicalism.

A Study of American

Perhaps the most graphic description of the

Wobblies of more recent date is contained in the unpublished
"Everett Interviews" conducted by Edwin Parker in the early
1950•s.

These typed interviews, stored in the Everett Public

Vi

Library, were originally intended for inclusion in a book by
Parker about the Wobblies.

Instead Parker wrote a novel

about the early timber industry.
Most contemporary works such as Joyce Kornbluh•s
Rebel Voices:

An I. W.W. Anthology tend to be less con-

cerned with the ideals expounded by the original orators
seeking class solidarity than with the conditions which
created the idea of the One Big Union.

This is, perhaps,

as it should be, for the history of labor in a rising industrial nation has often been the product of resistance to
unionism and the violent reaction to that resistance.
To contend that the average worker who carried the
"Red Card" knew and understood the idealistic and often
theoristic statements made about the class struggle, the
evils of capitalism, and the goals of the One Big Union,
does not hold true.

A member of the I. W.W. was generally

among the least capable of understanding these ideals because
of his very background of migratory habits, his often alien
status, and his general lack of sophistication.
It could be contended that the I.

w.

W. was not so

much a driving force bent on destroying capitalism as it was
a union of men trying to better their working conditions and
wages.

In doing this they found themselves at odds not only

with employers unwilling or unable to meet their demands but

vii
also with an unsympathetic public, a public propagandized by
the newsmedia with the very literature written to defend the
organization.
This is not to say, however, that the rank and file
of the Wobblies was the victim of unfair or unjust criticism.
Violence begat violence and the tactics of the I. W.W. were
not usually peaceful attempts to improve their conditions.
This paper is a brief study of the I. W.W. in Washington
focusing on the Everett Massacre, a,n event which helped to
speed the decline of the organization in the Northwest and
the nation.
The Everett Massacre serves not only as an example of
harassment of organized labor but also as an example of the
violence which typified the I. W.W. movement in its attempt
to win concessions from an unwilling industry.

In order to

understand the historical significance of this event and to
place it in perspective, it is necessary to understand the
growth of the I. W.W. philosophy beginning with the Western
Federation of Miners and the creation of the I. W.W.

In

addition, two incidents serve to illustrate the mental atmosphere in which the I. W.W. operated and public reaction to
their presence as the Western faction controlled the movement.
Finally, the story of the Everett Massacre can be continued
by tracing events, particularly in Centralia, which led to
the decline of the One Big Union.

Curse if you must, And love if you can
But pity the terrible fortune of Man.
Pity the great and pity the small
Pity them, pity them, pity them all.
Ralph Chaplin

CHAPTER I

CHAPTER I
ONE BIG UNION
'rhe Wobblies considered themselves soldiers in a
battle already joined. They were brave, unreasonable,
ingenious, cantankerous, violent. To the rootless
men in the forest camps they offered an outlet for
frustration more exciting than a brothel. The I. W.W.
appealed to idealists who wanted a better world and to
outsized juvenile delinquents in corked boots who
wanted to smash back at a world they never made. The
Wobs were eve y bit as rough as the conditions that
spawned them.

1

I.

THE WESTERN FEDERATION OF MINERS

The year 1893 marked the beginning of the Western
Federation of Miners, the chief predecessor of the I. W. W.
The W. F. M., organized in Butte, Montana, was an example
of frontier unionism in the raw.

From its original compo-

sition of formerly self-employed prospectors and former mine
owners who found themselves working for absentee owners would
evolve, through twelve years of strenuous and dramatic
strikes, the most radical labor organization in American
history.
From its inception until 1897 thew. F. M. affiliated
with the A. F. L.

During this time ca.me the violent strikes

in Coeur d 1 Alene, Cripple Creek and Leadville, marked by the
11

•••

use of militia for the suppression of strike and by

the abuse of the injunction. 112

Because the A. F. L. refused

2

to support the Leadville strike, the Western miners broke
from their affiliation and founded the Western Labor Union.
The principal dispute between the A. F. L. and the
W. F. M. concerned industrial unionism or the inclusion in
one union all persons employed in and around the mines.
Because of opposition by the mine owners, control of local
politics by company men and the predominately Eastern flavor
of the A. F. L., the Westerners' strikes depended largely
upon the support of the non-mining population.

Political

action along socialist lines seemed to give more promise of
success.

In 1902 when the Socialist Party in Chicago was

founded, the Western Labor Union resolved to

11

•••

adopt

the principle of socialism with no equivocation. 11 3
In that year, the union moved its headquarters from
Butte to Chicago and changed its name to the American Labor
Union.

The Western miners were always the largest and

strongest component of the A. L. U., and its membership
centered around the unskilled labor of the mines.

In ad-

dition, large numbers of the cooks, waiters, teamsters and
some of the lumbermen were included.

Until 1902 its activ-

ities were mostly confined to the camps, but because of the
policy of the A. L. U., all degrees and all kinds of labor
could now be included.
Creek.

Then came another strike at Cripple

3
The Cripple Creek strike in 1903-04 cost the A. L. U.
$400,000 and pitted the

11

•••

miners of Colorado

against the • • • capitalistic class of the United States. 11 4
The members of the Union were put in bullpens, its officers
arrested and white-capped vigilantes invaded homes while the
writ of habeas corpus vanished.

About to vanish in bank-

ruptcy was the Western Federation of Miners, the American
Labor Union and the whole idea of industrial unionism.

The

time was ripe for a new union.
II.

FORJVIATION OF THE I. W.W.

In June of 1905 in Chicago, 200 delegates from thirtyfour different state, district and local organizations met
to form the Industrial Workers of the World.

Their goal was

an organization designed to unionize itinerant and seasonal
laborers and others whom the craft unions ignored and to whom
the A. F. L. refused support.

The delegates could be

described as:
Socialist, anarchist, radical miners, and revolutionary industrial unionists, united in opposition
to what they called 11 the American Separation of
Labor" • • • that would ~ventually overthrow the
capitalist system aud create a "cooperative commonwealth" of workers.:>
This was the first in a series of conventions lasting
until 1919.

It followed a preliminary meeting of 1904 when

leaders of the W. F. M. considered plans for a new national
and revolutionary union based on the "class struggle" and in

4

opposition to the craft unions.

The W. F. M. held the

predominate place among these groups when the 1905 convention
met.
One-eyed William

0

:Sig Bill" Haywood, as treasurer

of the W. F. M., chaired the meeting and Father Thomas J.
Hagerty, a Catholic Priest who had been suspended by his
archbishop, was secretary.

Hagerty was the author of the

"wheel of fortune", a complex chart showing a Marxist organization of labor, and he also wrote the I. W.W. Preamble to
present to the delegates.

Much of the discussion centered

around the clause of this Preamble concerning "political"
action.

(See Appendix A)

The Westerners preferred "direct"

action, but the final vote of 1905 sustained the former.

A

constitution for the new union was adopted expressing the
deep dislike of the A. F. L.
The constitution adopted by the delegates included
provision for an organization that would be open to any
occupation, race, creed or sex and it" • • • did not make
a bit of difference if he is a Negro or a white man.
an American or a foreigner. 11 6

In addition, the delegates

viewed the contract as interference with the strike and
denied membership to anyone who joined the state militia or
police.

The convention advocated organization in closely

related industries to better implement the "One Big Strike".

5
Such a strike could be called to enable the I. W.W. to
control the point of production and
. • • the army of production could be organized, not
only for the everyday struggle with capitalists, but
to carry on prodyction when capitalism shall have
been overthrown.'
The next year quarrels erupted again over the political
versus direct action approach.

The Eastern Socialists felt

that the latter method was too radical, and their influence
was still strong enough to defeat any change.

In 1907 the

now conservative W. F. M. voted to withdraw from the I. W.W.
partly because of the direct action taken in Idaho which
landed Haywood in jail, and partly because many of their
demands were being met in Montana.

The W. F. M. then fired

Haywood who was one of the leading spokesmen for the radical
faction.

Charles Moyer, the president of the miners, elected

to remain with the I. W.W.
This convention also made changes within the I. W.W.
C.

o.

Sherman was removed from the presidency, and the

office itself changed to the General Executive Board.
was this part of the I. W.

w.

It

on which Haywood, George

Pettibone, Moyer, and Vincent St. John would become the
driving forces of a new I.

w.

W.

Thus was completed the

first split in the ranks of the union, but it wouldn't be
the last.

6

The final split of the I. W.W. came at the 1908 convention.

'rhis was the

11

hobo 11 convention, so called because

the Westerners attended in overalls after riding on boxcars
to get to Chicago.

The

11

bummery" under St. John and Moyer

were able to oust the political action theorists headed by
Daniel DeLeon and Eugene Debs as well as to rewrite the
Preamble to exclude any mention of political action.
Appendix B)

(See

As a result, two groups were formed conflicting

over industrial union structure, meaning the arrangement of
industrial groups, and sabotage and direct action versus
political action. 8

Until 1915 when the DeLeon faction

changed its name to the Workers International Industrial
Union, two I. W. w.•s existed.

Among the names assigned to

the St. John-Haywood-Moyer group were Chicago, Direct
Actionists, Anarch-Syndicalist, Anti-Political, Bummery,
"red" I. W.W. or simply Wobbly.9
In 1908 the Western faction took over the I. W.W.
and made an impression on workers everywhere with two successful strikes.

One of these was against a Tacoma copper

smelter, the other against Portland sawmill owners to
increase the $1.75 daily wage and secure an eight hour day.
This was the beginning of a short but violent chapter in
American labor history.

7

III.

THE WES'rERN FACTION

The rank and file of the Western faction could be
described as men who
• • • worked mostly in the summer, in fields and
mines and woods. They used their small savings to
live throughout the winter, sleeping in flophouses
and eating in soup lines. A Wobbly card took them
on the rails from job to job.1O
The name "Wobbly" itself was used derisively and with
defiance by many, but the I. W.W. adopted it with pride.
The origin of the term is unknown but legend ascribes its
beginnings to a Chinese restaurant owner who was persuaded
to feed members on their way through town.

His identifica-

tion test was supposed to be, "Are you I. W. W. ? 11 ,

but in

his Cantonese-flavored English it emerged as, "Ah loo eye
wobble wobble? 0 11
The Wobblies and thousands of others worked in lumber
camps, mills and mines where conditions were grim.

A twelve

hour day was common, and wages were frequently little above
starvation level.

Miners staged armed demonstrations and

did not shirk from the free use of dynamite.

Owners resorted

to spotters, imported "finks" or strikebreakers, and Pinkerton "plug-uglies".

During the Coeur d'Alene strike, federal

troops were used to imprison the miners in a bull pen having
11

•••

regular soldiers as guards under conditions that were

atrocious. 11 12

This was the same strike which led to the

8

bombing of Frank Steunenberg six years later and the arrest
of Haywood, Moyer, and Pettibone for conspiring to kill him.
Under such conditions the I. W.W. in the West lived.
In an interview held by Edwin Parker in 1951, a
former lumberman named Carpenter, described the camps as a
"boar's nest" crawling with lice, fleas, bedbugs and smelling
"like an animal house".

T. J. Folsom told Parker that the

men were given one roller of toweling per week which had
been dyed black to start.

He also recalled taking his quilt

outside to shake it and instead of ripping, it broke.

News-

papers daily carried stories of death and injury in the camps
and mills where working conditions were not only unsanitary
but frequently dangerous as well.

Frank Baker recalled that

an agency would often make a worker walk ten to twelve miles
to a camp, and if the camp was unsatisfactory, he had no way
to get back.

If he quit, he wouldn't be paid. 1 3

In the same year, 1909, that the Wobblies• "Little Red
Songbook" appeared, Spokane had thirty-one such employment
agencies, and the itinerant had to pay for their services.
The Wobblies called them "job-sharks".

"Many a lumberjack who

bought a job in this way was swindled-sent to a nonexistent
camp • • • to provide profits for the foreman in cahoots with
the shark

. . .1114

In Spokane the Wobblies resorted to their favorite
technique in protesting such practices, "soap-boxing", on

9

any street corner where they could attract a crowd.

The

agencies responded to this method of protest by persuading
the city to pass an ordinance forbidding such meetings.

The

Industrial Worker, the I. W.W. paper edited in Spokane by
Elizabeth Gurly Flynn, immediately called for a "Free Speech
Day" on November 2 and encouraged every man in the vicinity
to " • • • fill the jails of Spokane. 111 5
In a matter of weeks the jails, a converted school
and an M. P. barracks were full of arrested I. W. w.•s.
Miss Flynn, eighteen and pregnant, was housed, after her
arrest, with another woman prisoner who kept receiving calls
to the front office.

Miss Flynn soon realized that the

woman was a prostitute in the employ of the Sheriff, and
the Worker made the most of it.

By the end of November,

the town had over 600 men and three women in jail on rations
of bread and water.
Thompson•s account of the events which followed is
substantiated by less prejudiced sources.
The constant arrests; the police brutalities; the
appearing of men in court matted with blood; the
disrepute into which Spokane had fallen in the more
enlightened portions of the nation's press; . . .
the mounting cost to the tax-payers; . . 7 made it
harder for the city fathers to continue.1°
Meanwhile, thew. F. M. boycotted all goods coming from
Spokane, the Socialists condemned the city, and the A. F. L.
demanded repeal of the ordinance.

On March 4, 1910, release

10
came and the licenses of nineteen of the thirty-one agencies
were soon repealed, as was the ordinance.

What prompted the

release of the Wobblies above all else was the $250,000 it
had cost Spokane to jail them.

In the meantime, the Indus-

trial Worker moved to Seattle and the I. W.W. laid the foundation for further free speech fight in other areas including
Everett.
I. W.

w.

A martyr was needed first, however, to give the
unity, and Joe Hill became that martyr.

In November of 1915, alien Joe Hill, alias Joe
Hillstrom, alias Joe Haaglund, was executed by a five man
firing squad in the Utah State Penitentiary.
original Wobbly "bard".

Hill was the

Because of him (or in spite of him),

the I. W.W. created songs by putting new words to well known
tunes.

Their songs described working conditions, social

injustices and I. W.W. ideals in down to earth language.
Circumstantial evidence had convicted Hill of the murder of
a Salt Lake City grocer and his son.

The Salt Lake press

tried him on the front page, and before his death everyone
from the President to the Swedish government would be involved.
Although no one saw the act committed, Hill was
arrested with a revolver in his possession and a gunshot
wound in the lung.

Throughout his internment and trial, he

maintained he was wounded in an altercation over a woman but
refused to identify her.

Thompson states that it was proved

that the revolver in Hill's possession did not fire the fatal

11
shots.17

Many contemporary historians also cast shadows of

doubt on his guilt.

All appeals for clemency failed, however,

and the date was set for his execution.
Before his execution, Elizabeth Gurly Flynn of Spokane
fame, interviewed the President who promised to intercede if
he could.

Wilson sent two telegrams to Governor Spry.

first brought about a forty-six day

11

failed to elicit any further action.
11

stay 11

,

The

but the second

Spry replied to Wilson,

A further postponement at this time would be an unwarranted

interference with the cause of justice. 1118

Meanwhile,

10,000 letters came to the capital protesting the decision
of the Utah Supreme Court against appeal.

Even Samuel

Gompers of the A. F. L. sent telegrams to Wilson and Spry
asking intervention.

This was the same Gompers whom Haywood

had described as" . . • a squat specimen of humanity with
small snapping eyes, a hard cruel mouth and a personality
vain, conceited, petulant, and vindictive.n 19
Immediately after Hill's execution, Spry vowed in a
press conference to rid Utah of the" • • • lawless element,
stop street speaking and use the militia • • • if
necessary to clear the state.

n20

Hill's funeral in

Chicago was attended by 30,000 mourners who blocked traffic
for the parade to the cementery for the
a framed up working stiff. 112 1

11

••

concern for

Hill became the martyr whose

ashes would be distributed in 600 packages to nearly every

12

country in the world, but it was his songs which endeared
him to the workers and furnished ammunition for the newspapers to print and editorialize about.
The newspapers in Washington and elsewhere were doing
a great deal of editorializing about the I. W.W. by the time
Hill died.

The violence in Spokane and Utah was only repre-

sentative of the incidents that occurred in the West and with
which the public had become familiar.

They are incidents by

no means atypical nor are they by any means an exhaustive
study of I. W.W. violence.

There had been successes and

failures in the I. W.W. movement, but most people were
acquainted with the Wobblies only through the newsmedia which
generally condemned them.

Everett was no exception.
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EVERE'I'T, NOVEMBER FIFTH

by Charles Ashleigh
Song on his lips, he came;
Song on his lips, he went,This be the token we bear of him,Soldier of Discontentt
Out of the dark they came; out of the night
Of poverty and injury and woe,With flaming hope, their vision thrilled to light,Song on their lips, and every heart aglow;
They came, that none should trample Labor's right
To speak, and voice her centuries of pain.
Bare hands against the master's armored mighttA dream to match the tools of sordid gaint
And then the decks went red; and the grey sea
Was written crimsonly with ebbing life.
The barricade spewed shots and mockery
And curse, and the drunken lust of strife.
Yet, the mad chorus from that devils 1 s host.Yea, all the tumult of that butcher throng,Compound of bullets, booze and coward boast,Could not out-shriek one dying worker's songt
Song on his lips, he came;
Song on his lips, he went;This be the token we bear of him,Soldier of Discontent!

CHAPTER II

CHAPTER II
THE EVERETT MASSACRE
The day before Joe Hill died a martyr in Utah, he
sent a telegram to Haywood saying, "Goodbye, Bill, I die like
a true blue rebel.
ize.111

Don•t waste any time in mourning.

Organ-

By 1916, however, the I. W.W. was losing strength.

It is difficult to assess the membership of the I. W.W. at
any one time because of a wide discrepancy of figures.
Brissenden states that throughout its history the I.

w.

roles may have carried as many as 191,000 members. 2

The

W.

fifth edition of The I.~- W. in Theory and Practice gives
800,000, an obvious exageration.3

The average at any one

time before 1920 seems to have been from twelve to thirty
thousand and Thompson lists the official figures for 1911
as 12,834. 4

Even he admits, however, that St. John may have

doubled the figure to save embarrassment.
The membership roles from any source are subject to
question.

Many thousands carried the

11

Red Card" but failed

to pay any dues except in time of labor agitation or strike.
Many itinerants carried the card as guarantee of safe passage
on trains carrying other I. W. W.•s.

Others supported Wobbly

activities only when they felt there might be personal gain.
The I. W.W. could count on support, however, from sympathetic socialists and even A. F. L. craft unions, particularly
in Seattle.

18
In 1912 the I.

w.

W. changed its organizing tech-

niques in the Northwest by attempting to enlist a "rebel" in
every lumber camp or mill for agitation.

Money was raised

from a two dollar initiation fee and fifty cents a month
dues, and by selling copies of the "Little Red Songbook".
In addition, other I. W.W. publications, including newspapers like the Industrial Worker and Solidarity, found
ready sale in areas of labor discontent.

Funds raised from

these sources financed distribution of "literature 11 in many
languages to the camps and mills.

Money also went to pay

legal fees for numerous court actions.

Financing always

remained one of the I. W. w.•s biggest chores.
In the Northwest, Seattle boasted the largest number
of Wobbly locals and acted as regional headquarters for the
One Big Union.

George Cotterill, an open-city advocate,

was mayor of Seattle and conducted a constant and often
bitter battle with "Colonel" Alden J. Blethen, publisher of
the Times.

These verbal exchanges were frequently over the

right of the Wobblies to use the city•s street corners.5

One

of Blethen•s reporters, M. M. Mattison, wrote for publication
in August of 1913, following a riot the night before:
Anarchy, the grizzly hydraheaded serpent which
Seattle has been forced to nourish in its midst by
a naturalized chief executive for eighteen months,
was pushed from the city ~nd wiped out in a blaze
of patriotism last night.6

19
The serpent was not dead, however, in Seattle or in hverett
thirty miles to the north.
I.

EVERETT

Everett lies on a promontory between the muddy delta
of the Snohomish River and Port Gardner Bay.

Vancouver

landed here in 1797 but it wasn•t until 1889 that the industrial and commerical possibilities of the location were realized.

Amid persistent rumors that James J. Hill would

terminate his Great Northern Railroad at Port Gardner, the
Rucker brothers began speculation in large tracts of land.
The next year the Everett Land Company, so named for the son
of one of the speculators, plotted a township of fifty acres.
The men who were building this city with Eastern capital
from the Rockefeller interests, included Charles Colby,

c.

W. Wetmore, Henry Hewitt and others.

~verett•s main

streets are named for these men.
The organizers of the Everett Land Company reserved
for themselves all ownership rights and control of the public
utilities including water service, electrical distribution
and power production.

When the company failed as the result

of poor management, the Eastern investors refused additional
support, and the company went into receivership.

Foreclosure

on the assets, which included the townsite, was carried out
by the Ruckers with financial support from the Great Northern
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Railroad.

This foreclosure brought about the creation of

the Everett Improvement Company with J. T. McChesney, a
close friend of Hill, as president.

The monopolistic enter-

prises of the speculators backing the company had been firmly
established in land, timber and county politics.
The founding fathers were described as

11

pro-

•••

moters, real-estate speculators, saloon-keepers, job seekers,
gamblers, and 'get-rich quick' schemers. 11 7 Smith (See
Preface) was a bit more graphic in his description of the
"robber barons 11 •

He dwelt on the

11

•••

theft of public

land, • • • the corruption of public officials," the

11

•••

base treachery • . • among associated employers . • • extor• workers . • • by 'robbersary•

tion and coercion of the
company stores," and the
murder. 11 8

11

.

.

• commission of deliberate

Smith also claimed that the streets of Everett

were constructed by unemployed workers arrested and set to
work clearing grading, planking and eventually paving.

As

he sarcastically philosophized, "Perhaps it is too much to
expect freedom of speech to be allowed on slave-built
streets. 11 9
Everett was the last of the lumber boomtowns on Puget
Sound and the boom lasted, with intermittent breaks, for
thirty years.

By 1891 the city had a population of 3000 and

its promoters were advertising the town as the "City of
Smokestacks".

Everett was to be a sawmill town.

Weyerhaeuser
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interests moved in after 1897 and by 1905 the town had
acquired twelve shingle mills and eight saw mills.

The

workers in the logging camps and mills were coming to be
largely migrating laborers, who traveled by brake
rods, blind baggage, or boxcars, carrying their rolls of
bedding from camp to camp • • • "lO
By 1910 both the boom era and the years of financial
panic had subsided.

Although not necessarily a reflection

of the city's maturity, local agitation for temperance and
prohibition succeeded when the local
at the polls.

11

dries 11 won a victory

The town became "wet" again two years later,

but that year marked the formation of the cosmopolitan
Everett Commercial Club.

This club was to have a profound

influence on the events of 1916.
In 1915 the Everett Commercial Club, the forerunner
of the Chamber of Commerce, was reorganized as a stock
concern with control primarily in the hands of mill owners
and financial interests.

The largest blocks of memberships

fell to the Everett Improvement Company, the First National
Bank, Weyerhauser, and the Clough-Hartley Mill.

J. T.

McChesney became president of the Everett Improvement
Company and the First National Bank as well as a stockholder
in the Everett Savings and Trust.

Included in the invest-

ments of these institutions was the Clough-Hartley enterprise, one of the largest mills in the nation.
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Fred E. Baker, a mill owner, was selected as director
of the Commercial Club in 1915, but he later indicated that
David Clough was the real force behind the club.

Baker also

recalled that most merchants weren•t enthusiastic about the
club as they relied heavily on the workers for business and
the mill owners were steadfastly against higher wages. 11
Clough was a former governor of Michigan and perhaps had
"favors" granted to him by Hill," . • • who more than anyone
else, determined who would make the great fortunes from the
natural resources of the area. 11 12
From 1900 to 1916 labor unrest and agitation occurred
in the mills owned by Clough and others.

Everett was a lumber

town, and anything that affected lumber affected the town.
If lumber prices fell, as they had from time to time, unemployment and lower wages resulted.

If Great Northern rates

increased, as they had, profits became smaller and wages
acted accordingly.

If lumber became scarcer, as it was by

1916, hauling rates rose and labor suffered.

If absentee

ownership resisted change, and it did, labor reacted.

II.

THE SHINGLE WEAVERS

"Bloody Sunday" of 1916 arose from a background of
labor unrest in Everett primarily among the workers in the
shingle mills.
11

As the editor of

11

sunset 11 described it;

Shingle-weaving is not a trade; it is a battle."

He went

2.3
on to relate how shingle weaving was a dangerous and often
blood letting occupation:
If "cedar asthma" • • • does not get him, the steel
will. Sooner or later • . • the whining blade tosses
drops of deep red into the air, and a finger, a hand
or part of an arm comes sliding down the slick shoot.1.3
Before 1900 the shingle weavers were unorganized and
there was little union activity in Everett.

The workers had

been migratory and mill profits continually climbed.

In 1901,

however, the shingle weavers struck successfully for better
pay and founded a union as a result of this success.

In

1905 they resisted a proposed reduction in wages and the next
year struck in sympathy with the Ballard weavers near Seattle.
They lost this battle, and the union lost coherence.

Six

years later their membership rose to 2000 as unity returned
to the rank and file.

Some I. W.W. sympathy existed within

this union, but following a failure of the radical elements
to achieve affiliation with the Wobblies,

11

•••

the pro-

gressive members quit the union . • • leaving affairs in
the hands of conservative and reactionary elements. 11 14
In the spring of 1915, the mill owners of Everett
reduced wages as the result of an industrial depression,
increased competition from British Columbia mills, higher
freight rates and a decline in demand.

The weavers accepted

the wage cut only after an unsuccessful strike.

An under-

standing existed that when prices rose, wages would follow.
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A year later, the approaching war drove prices to their
highest level in many yea.rs.

Most employers in the state

met requests to raise the sea.le to former levels, but only a
a few smaller mills in Everett granted the demands.

Because

the employers failed to abide by their agreement, the weavers
set May 1 as the strike date.

It was this strike which led

to the real issues between the vested financial interests
and union interests.
The millowners contended that the real issue was not
wages but
and that

11

11

•••

a man's right to conduct his own affairs,"
industrial peace would be impossible until

the owners could run their business without interference
from the unions. 11 15

The weavers were holding out not only

for a raise to $50.00 a month but also for an eight hour
day.

Fred Baker later recalled that only eleven out of the

4000 members of the local union actually voted to strike.
He also recalled his own statement of this time that he
would quit as the Commercial Club director if the wage
demands were met.16
As the strike dragged on, the picket lines lost
effectiveness and by August only eighteen die-hard weavers
remained on the lines.

Meanwhile, strike-breakers were

imported and the "scabs" kept the mills operating with
little interruption.

Carpenter (See Chapter I, Pa.rt III)

remembered Hindus being brought in from Canada to break the
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strike.17

Smith in his ever graphic account said the

11

...

slums, the hells of capitalism,were raked with a fine tooth
comb for degenerates with a record of lawless deviltry. 11 18
On August 19, the few remaining piclrets began their
customary throwing of verbal brickbats at the strikebreakers
arriving for work.

As was also customary, the local police

had searched the pickets for weapons shortly before.

Neil

Ja.~ison, the mill owner to whom the disillusioned pickets
were directing most of their abuse, urged the strikebreakers
to fight and they attacked the pickets with no quarter given.
The police observed but did not make an attempt to break up
the fight.

Later the same day, sympathetic union men and

other shingle weavers attacked the original victors who were
soon rescued by the same police.

Ten days later Jamison led

his strikebreakers to the Everett Theater as a reward for
their work.
riot erupted.

A crowd gathered and when they emerged, a new
Shingle weavers were arrested, but no convic-

tions were obtained.
During the summer of the strike, the I. W.

w.

was

growing more active in the Northwest, particularly in
Seattle.

By late July their activity began to increase along

the Sound, and Everett seemed a ripe target.

This situation

appeared to the Wobblies as a case study in the abuses of the
capitalist system and seemingly offered opportunity of putting

26
"solidarity" into the struggle between the "possessing
employing class" and the non-possessing working class.
Actually, the Wobbly movement was not new in Everett.
The socialists had been growing stronger in Everett unions
since 1912 and
and I.

w.

ones. 11 19

11

•••

the differences between socialist

W. in the Pacific Northwest were never emotional
In addition, Haywood spoke to a large group in the

city in 1913; there were various publications distributed
from time to time such as the Northwest Worker; and, many of
the men carried multiple union membership including the red
card.
The Seattle Wobblies imported James Rowan of the
Chicago office to assess the situation in Everett.

There

had not been nor would there be a formal request from the
shingle weavers for I. W.W. assistance.

On July 31 Rowan

became involved in what was to be the key issue of Wobbly
interference with the shingle weaver's strike, the issue of
free speech.

Rowan spoke that night near the corner of

Wetmore and Hewitt Avenues and was soon face to face with
one of the principals of the Everett Commercial Club 1 s
political machine, Sheriff Donald McRae.

McRae arrested

Rowan, held him for a time, then released him.

Rowan

immediately returned to his stand and was again arrested,
this time by the local police.

Upon being given his choice

of thirty days or leaving town, he left.
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McRae was a study of contrasts.

He had been until

his election in 1912, the treasurer of the shingle weavers.
:By contrast he was also spending a good part of his time
drinking at the Cascade Club in the company of men such as
Fred Baker and Neil Jamison.
said of McRae that he was
political prestige. 112 0

11

Frank Baker, a shingle weaver,
•••

a coward and a skunk after

Perhaps the feeling toward the

Sheriff is best summed up by the following:
To his friends, McRae was a man of heroic proportions, tall and strong with a will of steel, a man
with guts enough to save a city. To his enemies, he
was a tool of privilege, a powerful, drunken sadist
who cracked skulls at night then 11 blubbered 11 in
remorse the next morning.21
Early in August the I. W.W. opened a small hall on
Hewitt Avenue, put a sign in the window and began selling
Solidarity and the Industrial Worker.
closed the hall.

McRae personally

Meanwhile, attempts by various Wobbly

speakers to hold street meetings met with mass deportations.
On August 30 Fred Baker, over the objections of the police
chief, persuaded FicRae to organize a group of citizen
deputies from the Commercial Club to control the "invasion"
of the Wobblies.
a club.

Each deputy was issued a badge, a gun and

The express purpose of these deputies was undeniably

to meet I. W.

w.

resistance to the Sheriff's orders.

During

the next two months, the Wobblies quickly retreated before
the power of vigilantees, but they just as quickly came back.
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To list all of the outrages committed by the Sheriff
and his deputies is beyond the scope of this paper.

Records

substantiate the beatings and abuses perpetrated against
incoming Wobblies.

A

deputy sheriff, hired after McRae left

office in December, had heard of the beatings and mildly
referred to the vigilantees as an
lot. 11 22

11

•••

undisciplined

The Seattle Times on September 9 carried an article

which read in part that the arrest of six I. W.
II

w.

speakers

• in violation of his orders to go at least one block

to either side of Hewitt Avenue • • . necessitated the
calling of JOO specially armed citizens. 112 3

The next day

the Times reported under the headline 11 1. W.W. Hosts are
Welcomed at Everett" that the "Welcoming is done by Sheriff
and his Deputies who Meet Disturbers at the Pier and Escort
them to Jail. 11

The article continued with:

II

.

. .

the

party was led by Mrs. Edith Frenette . • . Sheriff McRae is
pleased at the return of Mrs. Frenette • • • to serve her
with a warrant charging her with inciting riots

1124

During September and October the Wobblies were as
persistent as the Sheriff.

By now, however, he had persuaded

the city council to give him the "legal" right to arrest
speakers.

Under the urging of the Commercial Club, the

council passed an ordinance forbidding street meetings on
Hewitt and Wetmore.

(See Appendix C)

The Salvation Army

and various political candidates seemed to be able to use
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the corner, but McRae was not about to let the ordinance be
violated by the I. W.W.
On October 10 the Everett Daily Herald printed under
the headline "29 Alleged I. W.W. Arrested by Police - A
Record Haul" that:
The generous collection of troublemakers was plucked
from a freight train on the Great Northern Line .
• • • Delta has become known as the happy hunting
ground of civilian deputies, police and sheriff
deputies in search of that common bird of ill omen,
known in the police as 11 1 won•t work11 .25
Wobbly roundups continued throughout October and the first
week of November.

The Herald reported:

Mayor Merrill figures in every 11 wabby 11 hunt. 11 Wabby 11
is the trademark given the I. W. w. by the police.
No hour is too early, none too late for the mayor to
be routed out of bed
He was on the job before daylight this morning.2b
On the Saturday that Mayor Merrill was up before dawn,
he and the Sheriff also urged the residents of Everett to
investigate the activities of the I. W.W. to assure themselves of the wisdom of the Commercial Club•s actions.

The

night before, the Commercial Club and the deputies had
organized the Everett Open Shop League with the announced
intention of fighting the unions who were by this time boycotting the merchants.

A speaker brought from Seattle

reminded the Club that the only way to meet force was with
force, and "Governor" Clough reiterated to anyone listening
that the I. W. w.•s attempt to invade Everett would be met
with force.
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In Seattle, meanwhile, several events were taking
place which would play a rather large part in the activities
to follow.

'rhe Sunday morning Times carried an article on

the sports page about the new Seattle Bar Association
champion golfert George F. Vanderveer.27

Vanderveer was the

former prosecuting attorney of King County and would have
little time for golf as he became part of the defense team
in both Everett and Centralia.
mayor, Hiram Gill.

Seattle also had a third term

Gill had not served three consecutive

terms as he was recalled during his first.
elected in 1914.

He had been re-

Also elected to public office in Seattle

was Anna Louise Strong, a Ph. D and a widow, who served on
the school board.

Both Gill and Mrs. Strong would face

recall for defending the Wobblies.
III •

THE EVE...TlETT MASSACRE

One week before the "Bloody Sunday" of November 5,
the most significant action of McRae was literally felt by
Wobblies attempting to use the same tactic in Everett that
had succeeded in Spokane in 1909 and San Diego in 1912.
enough

11

If

free speechers 11 were arrested and flooded the jails

long enough to force release, the movement would succeed, and
the I. W.W. would win another victory.

It should have been

obvious, however, that the Commercial Club was not going to
allow this.
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On Monday, October JO, forty-one I. W. W.•s mostly
harvest workers newly arrived in Seattle, left for Everett
by boat.

They were met by the Sheriff and an undetermined

number of deputies on the pier, beaten, loaded into private
cars and trucks and taken to a remote section out of town
called Beverly Park.

3everly Park was a wooded area on the

Great Northern line heading south for Seattle.
it was quite dark and had begun to rain.

By this time,

Once unloaded, the

Wobblies were forced to run a gauntlet down the tracks with
deputies on either side. At the end of the gauntlet was a
cattle guard and Sheriff McRae.

Most of the men still able

to walk after reaching McRae•s position were stripped and
whipped with branches of devil's club, a prickly thistle.28
Joseph Irving, one of the logging operators and a
member of the Commercial Club, recalled to Parker that he
struck one of the deputies by mistake. 2 9

Smith placed the

incident at the pier and described the event in his usual
colorful manner:
In its mad frenzy the posse struck in all directions.
So blindly drunk and hysterical was Joseph Irving
that he swung his heavy revolver handle with full
force . • • . He continued the insane attack while
McRae, awry-eyed and lusting for blood, assisted
. • • until warning . • • showed their mistake.JO
The din at the park was heard a quarter of a mile away.
Upon investigation the next day by several local ministers,
blood stained ground and clothing were all that remained.
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None of the ministers used the incident for a topical sermon
a.bout lawlessness and violence as bigger events much more
graphic and much more public were about to occur.

Meanwhile,

a traveling revivalist whose sermons appeared verbatim in the
Herald, was calling Everett the most sin-ridden city he had
ever seen.

He declared that any city which allowed public

dancing and dirty movies was nearly beyond salvation.

No

mention of the night's work was made in the local paper until
after the massacre a week later.
As a result of the Beverly Park incident, the Seattle
I. W. w.•s issued a call for 2000 "Real Toms" to invade
Everett.

(See Appendix D)

The Herald reprinted the article

from the Industrial Worker in which this call appeared, possibly to provide justification for NcRae 1 s actions.31

Two

Pinkerton men employed by the Commercial Club had infiltrated
the Wobbly ranks in Seattle by this time and made regular
reports to McRae through McChesney.

They reported that

Sunday, November 5, was set for a mass free speech meeting
at the corner of Hewitt and Wetmore and that the Wobblies
would be coming by boat.
The Verona, a small steamer, made regular trips to
Everett and back charging fifty cents one way and seventyfive cents round trip.

The advertisements for this service

were carried daily in both the Everett and Seattle papers.
Two hundred and fifty Wobblies and a few regular passengers,
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including Oscar Carlson, boarded the Verona and thirty-eight
more joined regular passengers on the Calista for the Sunday
trip to Everett.

The Verona departed first, scheduled to tie

up at the dock next to the Everett Improvement Company's
pier.

Meanwhile, back of the waterfront and on Rucker Hill

above the Great Northern tracks, thousands of Everett citizens
gathered to watch.

An estimated 250 deputies and regular

officers crowded on the pier.
As the Verona approached, many of the deputies
stationed themselves on the right in a warehouse parallel to
the dock.

Others secured positions on the left while the

deputies remaining on the dock, loosely organized themselves
in one to four ranlcs.

There are as many versions of what

happened next as there are accounts of the incident, but
most of the controversy generated afterward concerns the
question of who fired first and who shot whom.

This much is

agreed upon; however, McRae stepped out of the line of deputies
on the dock and raised his hand (with or without a

gu..-ri

in it)

and yelled, "Who is your leader?"
The reply from the Wobblies was,

11

We are all leaders!"

"You can't land here!"
"The hell we can't! 11 32
General firing then broke out and the battle continued
for ten minutes or so.

At the beginning of the skirmish,

the Captain of the steamer retreated to his cabin and placed
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a mattress over his head.
in the mattress.33

Several bullets were later found

The Seattle Times34 reported 2000 shots

fired while the Everett Herald35 said only 500 to 1000.
McRae, in the same issue of the Herald, was quoted as saying
only three of the deputies on the pier were armed with rifles.
This appears from later testimony at the trial to be an utter
fabrication.

Oscar Carlson, the passenger, was shot nine

times, but later recovered and sued the steamship company
for $50,000.

J\lcRae was the first hit and received three

wounds in his leg and several holes in his coat.

As McRae

was being carried away, :Mrs. Edith Frenette was arrested
after throwing red pepper in his eyes and shouting,

11

Give

me a rifle while I finish the ____________ t 11 36
When the affair finally ended, one deputy in the warehouse to the right of the pier was dead and one on the dock
was dying.

At least five on the decks of the Verona were

dead, and a total of fifty others on both sides were wounded.
Several witnesses later reported that during the battle many
I.

w.

W.•s fell into the water when the crowd on board rushed

to one side after the first fusilade.

Shots were fired at

these men, but no bodies were found in the bay.

However,

George Davis, a saw filer a.t the time, said that a woman
told him of the burning of two bodies washed up at Marysville.
Joseph Irving, the se.me man involved at Beverly Park the week
before, recalled he had seen one deputy shoot eleven Wobblies

35
in the water.37

Whatever the facts, the Everett I>fassacre

had taken place.
By this time the captain of the Verona had been persuaded with the help of a pistol pointed at his head to
order the ship to pull back from its moorings.

The lines

snapped and the Verona headed back for Seattle.
was met enroute and warned not to land.

The Calista

Upon the return of

the two vessels to Seattle, 294 men and three women on board
were immediately arrested by the local police.

The Everett

Herald bitterly attacked Mayor Gill for allowing such a
group to leave Seattle and declared how unfortunate it was
for both cities that he was mayor.
Gill retaliated with a public statement exonerating
the I.

w.

w.•s for their part in the riot, and branding the

deputies as cowards and murderers.

He stated that he per-

sonally directed the carrying of three hundred blankets and
an assortment of tobaccos to the jail after ordering that
the wounded be taken care of
possible. 11 38

11

•••

with every comfort

The same issue of the Times also carried an

article about McRae which stated that the

11

•••

Sheriff

is a great sportsman and keeps many fine hunting dogs.
of them have been poisoned recently ••

Five

II

The editorial in the Herald for the day read in part:
There were men on the streets of Everett yesterday,
they are there today, scores of them, who hadn•t seen
or heard or talked with anyone else who had seen the
city dock outrage, and yet they affirmed that the

36
deputies began the battle and were responsible for
it. It is minds warped in this fashion that we have
produced • • • • Some earnest and concertive thinking
is demanded on the part of every citizen, some real
thinking, we•v~ had too much loose thinking and
loose talking.j9
The next day the shingle weavers ended their strike.
IV.

THE TRIAL

After nine days in the Seattle jail, 128 of those
arrested from the Verona were released without charge, most
of the thirty-eight aboard the Calista were released after
posting $50.00 for unlawful assembly, and eventually seventyfour of the remainder were charged with first degree murder.
Most of those released were young boys and regular passengers.
For a few days after the massacre, the Everett
press continued a bitter attack upon the I. W.

w.,

11

kept 11

Mayor Gill,

the Yakima Daily Republic, and others who criticized the
city•s handling of the Wobblies.

The paper then lapsed into

a silence broken only by occassional news articles.

The

silence about the Wobblies was broken on November 15 when
the text of the song
(See Appendix E)

11

Christians at War" was published.

At the same time, the Seattle Times began

editorializing about Seattle's own officials and stated that
Everett could not help but blame these officials for the
tragedy and
• • • render these officials, in the eyes of the people
of Everett, ACCESSORY TO MURDER BEFORE THE FACT • • . .
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Every man involved in any way either as a participant
or as a plotter • • • must be apprehended, jailed and
tried. Outraged justice unquestionaEly will mete out
the punishment their crime warrants. 0
By the middle of November, the seventy-four charged
with murder were brought back to Everett under heavy guard
and over the objection of Mayor Gill.

One of the seventy-

four Wobblies charged with murder was accidentally released
in Seattle, traveled to Everett at his own expense and
requested the Sheriff to lock him up with the rest.
request was promptly granted.

His

More outrages against the

Wobblies followed as the prisoners under McRae suffered from
cramped cells and inadequate heat.

Some of the events occur-

ring in the jail prior to and during the trial are noteworthy due to the actions of the Wobblies and the harrassment by the Sheriff and his deputies.
For two months while legal battles over jurisdiction
and changes of venue were going on, the men were held incommunicado.

Late in November they staged a hunger strike and

were reprimanded by the Herald that if they acted this way
11

•••

they will lose the big turkey dinner for Thanks-

giving.1141

McRae later announced that there would be no

turkey served on the holiday, nor would anyone be allowed
to bring food or
the prisoners.42

11

outside dainties 11

,

as he termed it, to
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The

11

battleship 11 or general disturbance, including

trying to destroy the interior of the jail, was also a
favorite protest tactic of the Wobblies.

During one such

demonstration a reported ihOOO damage to the jail was sustained before the Wobblies were quieted by fire hoses.

Most

of the disturbances stemmed from the quality of the food,
and as a result many of them spent time in what the paper
described as the "black hole".

Sometimes the prisoners

sang-loud enough to gather a crowd outside.

Sometimes they

sang all night-usually at the top of their voices.

One song

was composed by a prisoner especially for the Sheriff and
went in part:

·ro

SHERIFF McRAE

Call out your Fire Department, go deputize your bums;
Gather in your gunmen and stool pigeons from the slTu~s;
You may resolute till doomsday, you ill begotten knave;
We 1 11 still be winning Free Speech Fights when you are
in your grave.43
A change of venue was granted in the face of public
hostility, and the trial opened in Seattle on I•1arch 5.

Three

days later the jury had been filled for what was to become
the longest trial in King County history up to that time.
Governor Ernest Lister had recently vetoed a syndicalism law
aimed at the I. W.W., Mrs. Anna Louise Strong was reporting
from the press box for the New York~ and Hiram Gill went
on trial in another part of the courthouse for conspiring to
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ship liquor into the state illegally and bribing government
officials.

By the time the trial reached its conclusion,

Mrs. Strong faced recall for her articles supporting the
actions of the I. W.W. and her testimony for the defense,
and Gill was acquitted.

Mrs. Strong some years later moved

to the Soviet Union, was asked to leave, returned to Seattle,
and eventually made her way to Red China.44
:Meanwhile, Thomas H. Tracy was the I. W.W. singled
out for the first trial.

In reality, however, what went on

trial was not so much Tracy but the actions of McRae versus
the Industrial Workers of the World.

Since the first of

January Snohomish County had had a new prosecutor as well as
a new sheriff.

Lloyd Black served as the chief attorney for

the county with help from H. D. Cooley (a member of the
Commercial Club) and A. L. Vetch.

For the defense, Fred H.

Moore and George Vanderveer shared the honors.

Both of

these men would later take part in the Centralia trial, and
Moore had already been involved in Spokane and elsewhere.
For the next two months the trial dragged on five
days a week and Saturday mornings.

Twenty-four of the I. W.W.

prisoners had been returned to Seattle and the remainder kept
at Everett.

A week after the trial opened a wedding was held

at the Everett County jail for the cook and a woman who came
regularly to visit her brother.

Most of the rice thrown at

the couple by the Wobblies ended up on the Sherifr.45

On
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March 16 Elizabeth Gurly Flynn was reported in attendance,
and four days later the trial recessed for a day while
Vanderveer testified in Gill's defense.
Throughout the trial the prosecutor contended that
the Wobblies went to Everett for the express purpose of
creating trouble.

In addition, Black attempted to prove

that the entire realm of literature printed by the I. W.W.
was subersive, incendiary, advocated sabotage and destruction,
and that someone on board the Verona fired the first shots as
the ship approached the dock.

All of this would lead to the

conclusion that Thomas H. Tracy as an I. W.W., was on the
Verona firing at the dock and was therefore guilty of murder.
Obviously, the defense had but to disprove the latter of
these contentions to acquit Tracy, but they did better than
that.
After taking a trip to Everett and listening to
nearly JOO witnesses, the jury retained an excellent picture
of the Commercial Club's actions, the Sheriff's personal
habits and the expertise of Moore and Vanderveer.

Perhaps

the most telling testimony for the defense concerned the
fact that the deputy killed inside the warehouse appeared
to have been struck by a ricocheting bullet fired from inside
the warehouse.

This led to the possibility of the deputy on

the dock being killed by bullets fired by other deputies
standing behind him and shooting at the Verona.
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In addition to this rather startling disclosure,
testimony was introduced to prove the Wobblies had no weapons
when they reached Seattle, but this was explained rather
obviously.

Undoubtedly, however, the most favorable testi-

mony on behalf of the Wobblies involved the telling at great
length and many times over of the actions which had preceded
the fatal encounter.
The judge•s instructions to the jury at the close of
the trial required sixty-five minutes and followed the
defense's four hours of summation.

The jury took twenty-two

ballots before bringing in a verdict of not guilty on
Saturday, May 5, 1917.

By Thursday the remaining seventy-

three I. W. W.•s were released after six months of confinement.

The Everett story was over but not forgotten.

Six

months later the businessmen of Everett avoided the Commercial Club and McRae's wife committed suicide.

The ex-sheriff

• . • found himself a farm north of the city, but he
became-according to those who knew him-a haunted man,
afraid of the shadows, afraid of the light. Unidentified snipers shot his animals and put bullets through
his house at night • . • . tng former hero was a
sullen and shattered wreck.
The Everett Massacre stands as the epitome of labor
frustration amid the violent and often disastrous disregard
for law.

Most historians give credit to the I. W.W. for

helping to bring about reforms and benefits for the lumber
workers, but in time, these changes would come without
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resorting to denouncing the capitalistic system and in spite
of men like Donald McRae.

Before that time came, however,

the I. W.W. would be nearly destroyed, and its role in
improving wages and working conditions minimized in the eyes
of the public by events such as the Everett Massacre.
that remained was the decline.

All
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Solidarity forever!
Solidarity forever\
Solidarity forevert
For the Union makes us strong.

CHAPTER III

CHAPTER III
THE DECLINE OF THE I. W.W.
The agitator or Red who preaches destruction, tells
you the world is all wrong, that you are a wage
slave and that the wage system should be wiped out,
is a liar and you know it • • . • If you are an
American you are a Yellow Dog if you let revolutionary leaders use you as a tool to help undermine
the industrial condition and wreck the country •
• . • You will find that you can•t eat labor and
that labor without capital will not produce food.
This is plain talk, but the time is here to call a
spade a spade, a liar a liar, and a fool a fool • .
The man who causes a strike, causes you to
lose more money than can ever be repaid • • . if
you have the backbone of a jelly-fish you will bean
the next loafer who calls you a 11 wage-slave 11 •
Thrash your troubles out with your employers first,
but thrash the agitator who lives by creating
trouble for you.1
I.

SUPPRESSION

On the same day that George F. Vanderveer opened his
defense at the trial of Thomas Tracy in Seattle, Woodrow
Wilson asked Congress for a declaration of war against
Germany.

During the war the I. W.

w.

in Washington would be

the target of an immigration act, a federal espionage act,
a government sponsored union, an anti-syndicalism act
passed by the state legislature and an incessant propaganda
attack by the newsmedia.

More violence followed the war as

anti-union forces gained strength and a
the country amid growing patriotism.

11

Red 11 scare swept

Finally, with the
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union under attack by legislators, lawman and the newsmedia,
events in Centralia signaled the beginning of the end for
the I. W.W.
As the war effort increased, timber workers in Washington found wartime highly advantageous to strike action.
War production was proving
expectation. 112

11

•••

profitable beyond normal

Not only were profits high, but a growing

demand for lumber necessary for the conduct of war created
a vacuum in the same labor force being emptied by conscription.

The shortage of skilled labor seemingly produced ideal

conditions for gaining long awaited reforms and higher wages.
The demands of the I. W.W. did not change because
few were gained.

These demands included an eight hour day

with no work on Sundays, minimum wages of sixty dollars a
month plus board, food from porcelain dishes, no more than
twelve men to a bunkhouse, bedding furnished free, laundry
and shower facilities, free hospital service and the abolition of the employment shark.
town

11

•••

When the lumberjack came to

he was permitted entry only to the dives that

lived off him and so tolerated the caulk shoes

. . .

It

In

camps lacking showers or washing facilities he was often
II

• a smelly, scratchy specimen of humanity • • • redolent

with the acrid odor of sweaty work clothes. 11 3
As efforts to improve conditions gained momentum,
ninety to ninety-five per cent of the men in the woods
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became members of the I. W.

w.4

Some A. F. L. craft unions

expressed sympathy, but the public, for the most part, displayed hostility.

Opposition to the I. W.W. was particu-

larly strong in Seattle and in other lumber towns producing
war materials.

The Wobblies failed to take into account the

nationalistic and emotional repercussions of obstructing the
war.

Part of America's fight to secure a world "safe for

democracy" included opposition to Russian revolutionaries
who preached much the same doctrine as the I. W.W.

The

mistaken belief that the I. W.W. was controlled by foreign
radicals, dominated by alien thought, only strengthened
public hostility.

The newsmedia and the government failed

(or refused) to comprehend that the timber workers joined the
I. W.W.

11

•••

for the most part • • • to make an effec-

tive protest rather than to further its revolutionary aims. 11 5
The increasing effectiveness of the I. W.W. became
evident in June of 1917 when a timber strike brought lumber
production to a virtual standstill.

The strike threatened

the industry's profits as well as creating anxiety over the
effect of curtailment of spruce, cedar, pine and fir needed
for airplanes and dozens of other military uses.

When local

efforts to combat the strike failed, the millowners of Washington quickly reacted by founding the open shop Lumberman's
Protective League and appealed to the federal government for
help.
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In answer to the L. P. L. appeals, federal troops
were sent to break the strike.

By November the Loyal Legion

of Loggers and Lumbermen operated with government backing to
prevent strikes from taking place.

The 4L was a cooperative

union with an open shop, backed by government force and
supported by the A. F. L. and the L. P. L.
The Spruce Division of the 4L began operation by
assigning soldiers to jobs in the woods to meet the shortage
of labor.

Because the workers received going wages and the

owners a guaranteed profit, the army demanded the camps meet
military standards.

As conditions improved, a large scale

propaganda campaign was launched by the government to appeal
to the patriotism of the workers.

Most of the men returned

to work, but the appeal was lost on the I. W.W. who openly
opposed the war.

The A. F. L. then began publicly renouncing

any connection with the I. W.W.

With their support gone,

the Wobblies had no choice but to go back to work.
The Wobblies may have gone back to work to survive,
but they went back with a new slogan; "a bum day's work for
a bum day's pay".
to the job.

The policy became one of taking the strike

Symbols of sabotage and destruction began to

permeate the I. W.W. literature and public hysteria grew
as "slow down" became the Wobbly answer to government intervention.

As public feeling grew

• • • an atmosphere of war hysteria colored all
decisions from the local to the national level.
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One hundred per cent Americanism, with its demand for
conformity and distaste for dissent, savagely resented
any threat to national unity, especially of a class
and radical nature • • • • Such an irrational and
emotional atmosphere encouraged patriots, businessmen,
and politicians to indoctrinate official Washington
with ~xagge;ated accounts of a treasonable I. W.W.
conspiracy.
The first answer to the

11

conspiracy 11 was an immigra-

tion act in 1917 but it failed to eliminate the leadership
of the I.

w. w.

or frighten the rank and file.

The majority

of the Wobblies were not aliens and the lumber interests did
not want to deport workers needed to maintain profits and
production.

The workers could be kept in line and on the

job only if they could be divorced from their leadership.
Attempts to break up the organization began shortly
after the I. W. W.•s 1916 national convention, the next to
last held.

From the delegate came a resolution which read

in part:
We condemn all war, and for the prevention of such,
we practice the anti-militaristic program in time of
peace, thereby promoting class solidarity among the
workers of the entire world, and in time of war, the
general strike in all industries.?
The last clause of this resolution seemed to make
immediate government action even more imperative when production became threatened.
To destroy the hierarchy of the I. W.W. and remove
the threat of a general strike, the government had to prove
that the leaders advocated and taught unlawful destruction
of property.

Attempts were also made to prove that
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membership in the I. W.W. would in itself be sufficient
cause for arrest, but this was a difficult task and eventually abandoned.

Under the Espionage Act of 1917 and the

Sabotage Act of 1918, however, convictions could and would be
obtained.

These acts passed amid a growing belief that the

Wobblies posed a threat to the internal security of the
nation.

This belief was echoed by the public and press

alike who

11

•••

came to refer to the Wobblies as inter-

national saboteurs, dynamiters, probably in the service of
Germany. 11 8
As a result of intensive propaganda campaigns and
national raids by federal, local, and

11

voltmteer 11 offi-

cials, tons of evidence was seized from sixty-four I. W.
halls.

w.

Every item in the halls, including the spittoons,

was confiscated to prove that the I. W.W. was a

11

vicious, treasonable, and criminal conspiracy to oppose by
force the exercise of the laws • • • and to obstruct the
prosecution of the war. 11 9

As interpreted by federal judges,

excerpts from Solidarity, the Industrial Worker and other
literature became damning evidence that brought about over
1000 arrests and 500 indictments.10

From the Chicago office

alone, William Haywood and 166 additional top leaders were
arrested and housed in the Cook County jail.
took place in nearly every major city.

Similar arrests

54
For the next two years the I. W.W. became a defensive rather than a labor organization as the backbone of the
union was brol.:en in the courts.

Hundreds of men who held

leadership positions in the I. W.W. were sentenced to jail
terms of from thirty days to twenty years.

The

11

•

keenest minds were behind bars, and their replacements were
almost totally absorbed in legal maneuvers to get them
out. 11 11

As for Haywood, he was released on bond from Leaven-

worth awaiting an appeal in 1921 and fled to Russia.

w.

time he died there in 1928, so had I. W.

Sy the

solidarity.

The jailing of leaders and the harassement of organizers does not imply, however, that the tail didn't continue
to

11

wag the dog".

'rhere were still thousands of Wobblies

in the woods, mines, and fields whose very presence continued to infuriate the public and press.

Several years of

rising prosperity, better working conditions and strong and
often violent pressure would be necessary to bring the final
decline.

In the meantime, a small community would show the

world how it met the Wobblies on the "field of battle 11

II.

•

CENTRALIA

The Wobblies were ousted from Centralia in 1918 when
their hall was publicly raided during a Red Cross parade.
Earlier, the Washington legislature had passed a criminal
syndicalism law to combat the I. W.

w.,

but the law was an
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effective weapon against them only if it could be proved
that an actual crime against property had been committed or
that a conspiracy to do so existed.

This was the same kind

of law Governor Ernest Lister vetoed in 1916.

Meanwhile, it

was easier to enforce the spirit of the law rather than the
letter.
In July of 1919 businessmen of Centralia formed a
Citizen•s Protective Association with the announced intention
of combating continued I. W.W. activity in the vicinity.12
The Centralia Daily Chronicle later editorialized on the
action:

"Whether we call it I. W. W., Syndicalism, Red

Socialism, Anarchism, or Nililism, it is the same principle
and we don•t want it here. 11 13

Throughout August returning

soldiers, Wilson's trip to Europe, automobiles, the rising
cost of living and the wonders of industry occupied the
minds of most people.

While commenting on one captain of

industry the Chronicle took this approach:
Carnegie did not become great through the power of
money but through work and industry. There are no
I Won•t Works made from the sort of man who was made
into Carnegie. The difference is in the raw
material.1LJ.
Early in September the Wobblies returned to Centralia
and rented space for a small hall in the Roderick Hotel on
North Tower Avenue.

The C. P.A. became incensed at this

action and planned a meeting to discuss
importance. 111 5

11

•••

business of

Announcement of the meeting to be held at
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the Elks Club appeared no less than three times on the same
page of the paper.

Several days later, Centralia citizens

were informed that the

c.

P.A. had made plans for ridding

the city of the radicals, censured city authorities for
allowing the headquarters to exist and drafted an ordinance
to submit to the city council.

c.

About the same time as the

P.A. pronouncement, the American Legion (who also met at

the Elks Club) laid plans for a parade on November 11.
The preparation for the parade occupied the paper,
the Elks and the American Legion for the next several weeks.
On November 5, the paper printed an editorial quoting the
"Patriotic Elks" as saying:

"

...

Be it resolved that

the Grand Lodge • • • does hereby pledge this order to use
all lawful means to check and prevent the extension of the
dangerous doctrine.

1116

Whether or not the parade

planned for November 11 was part of this planned "lawful
means" was to become the I. W. W.•s strongest contention and
the American Legion's strongest denial.
11

••

McClelland stated

that such plans were secretly made remains a strong

possibility. 111 7
As the parade marched north on Tower, the Centralia
American Legion contingent headed by Lieutenant Warren

o.

Grimm stopped between Second and Third streets in front of
the Roderick Hotel, ostensibly to enable the rest of the
marchers to catch up to them.

By this time, I. W.W.
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snipers had placed themselves in the Roderick Hotel, across
the street in the Avalon Hotel and on a hilltop a quarter of
a mile away.

According to the newspaper account of the

ensuing affair
• • . as the soldiers in uniform reached the corner
of Tower and Second Street shots began to pour from
surrounding buildings. There was no chance for the
boys to defend themselves. They had no guns and no
chance. This is the method skunks like the I. W.
w.•s use.18
What actually happened has never been proved.

If the

Legionaries were in the act of rushing the hall, as the I. W.
W. contended they had planned to do all along, then the shots
fired from the hall, the Avalon, and the hill would seemingly
have been in defense of their property.

On the other hand,

if the Legionaries were fired upon as they marked time in
ranks, as they contended, then it was murder.

Whatever the

provocation, three of the paraders were fatally struck by
shots fired from the Wobblies• hiding places and several
more were wounded.

The veterans then rushed the hall and

caught the Wobblies still inside.
wrote later:

11

A writer for the Legion

Red handed they took them- took them with

rifles and pistols yet hot from the discharge, eyeballs yet
dilated by the zest of killing. 11 19

One of the I.

w.

w.•s,

a veteran named Wesley Everest, was not caught in the hall,
however.

He fled out the back with a pistol in his hand and

a mob in pursuit.

Before he was apprehended a mile away, he

killed a fourth man.
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Everest, his teeth knocked out from the blow with a
rifle butt, was dragged back to town with a rope around his
neck.

Bleeding and nearly unconscious" . . . but with the

defiance that had been his throughout the whole time of the
raid, Everest said:

•You haven't got the guts to lynch a

man in the daytime 1 • 1120

That night the lights of Centralia

went out and in the darkness masked men pulled ~"'verest from
the jail where he had been thrown.

The kidnappers carried

Everest to a waiting automobile and proceeded to the Chehalis
River bridge.

On the way there, he was castrated.

Upon reaching the bridge, the mob hanged him from one
of the girders.

Because their first attempt failed to kill

Everest, a longer rope was attached and the process repeated.
To make certain he was dead after the second try, he was shot
several times at close range.

The body remained hanging

from the bridge until early the next day when the rope was
cut, and it fell into the river.

Several hours later the

swollen and mutilated body was returned to the jail for
burial in an unmarked grave.

No attempt was made to inves-

tigate the lynching.
The coroner (who was president of the Citizens Protective Association and whom Smith suggested might have done
the maiming) delivered the following verdict as to the cause
of death:
Everest broke out of the jail and took a rope with
him; he ran down to the river and found a bridge,
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tied a rope around the bridge and then around his
neck and jumped off; he did not kill himself, so he
climbed up and jumped off the second time; still
failing to kill himself, he climbed back, took a gun
and shot himself through the neck, and at seven in
the morning woke up, c~t the rope, jumped in the
river and was drowned. 1
The Chronicle's editorial on the lynching read in part:
The episode of last night is but the natural result
of a red-handed revolutionist getting his just deserts
without loss of time or the painfully slow processes
of law. The man's guilt was unquestioned. What will
be the fate of the captured conspirators only time
will tell, but there must be no travesty of justice
as happened to the Everett I. W. W.•s

. ..

The apparent infringement of the law last night was
the essence of law and order. The man was selfconvicted and the law-abiding committee was determined that no technicalities of law would in this
case defeat the ends of justice • . . • The end
justified the means.22
For the next several months the woods and hills around
Centralia were combed for Wobblies.

On one such raid a

posse mistook another for fleeing I.

w.

fired.

W. 1 s and shots were

One man was killed before the mistake was realized.

During this time the Chronicle tried, convicted and executed
all ten of the I. W. w.•s held in jail for the Armistice Day
murders.

George F. Vanderveer had been appointed chief

defense counsel for the Wobblies and appealed for a change of
venue.

Montesa.no was chosen for the trial.
The trial of the ten men lasted nearly two months.

the case progressed, uniformed American Legionaries were
allowed in the courtroom while regular army troops sent at

As
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the request of the Governor guarded the courthouse against a
supposed I. W. W. invasion.

l1hroughout the trial no testi-

1

mony ·was allowed which concerned the alleged plot by the
Legion to raid the hall.

When the testimony finally concluded,

the jury brought in a verdict of third degree murder.

Told

that this verdict could not be used, they tried again, and
finally returned with a verdict of second degree murder for
seven of the men, two acquittals and one verdict of insanity.
The jury recommended leniency, but the sentences imposed
ranged fror.1 twenty-five to forty yea.rs.

All appeals to higher

courts failed.
The I. W. W. 1 s pride in themselves and their beliefs
manifested itself violently in Centralia, but the court
destroyed that pride just as violently.

In the Centralia

city park stands a bronze statue with the following inscription on its base:
To the memory of Ben Cassagranda, Warren o. Grimm,
Ernest Dale Hubbard, Arthur HcElfresh. Slain on the
streets of Centralia, Washington, while on peaceful
para.de wearing the uniforms of the country they
loyally and faithfully served.
This statue stands not only as a monument to the four men killed
on November 11 but also as a monument to the end of the I. W.
III.

w.

THE FINAL DECLINE

As the result of legal and public reactions following
the Centralia violence,

11

Red Raids" and similar events throughout
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the country, hundreds of thousands of dollars had to be
raised to fight court actions, pay for favorable publicity
and provide for the relief of prisoners and their families.
Maintaining an active defense for the prisoners became additionally difficult as the Post Office Department intercepted,
delayed and confiscated I. W.W. mail.
While the I. W.W. was becoming more and more involved
in these "political" actions, the new appearance of the organization lost its appeal to the now unorganized rank and file.
James Rowan (See Chapter II, Part II) expressed the feelings
of thousands of Wobblies when he said:
When we begin to depend on courts and lawyers instead
of our own activities on the job, then we become
decadent as an organization, and we must soon go the
way of all the unfit.23
Rowan received a twenty year prison sentence in 1919.
Few I.

w.

W. 1 s were actually deported under alien and

immigration acts, but the cost of legal fees was staggering.
Arrests stemming from charges of espionage, sedition and
violation of conscription acts added greatly to these costs.
In addition to the federal authorities, many states, including
Washington, arrested hundreds of Wobblies under newly passed
criminal syndicalism acts.
alone, there were I.

w.

During 1919-21 in Washington

W. arrests in Seattle, Olympia,

Wenatchee, Spokane, Yakima, Walla Walla, South Bend,
Vancouver, Bellingham, Tacoma, and Everett.24

The appeal

of Russian Communism, if it ever existed, also was lost as
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Wobblies began to realize that

11

•••

no matter how

1

left 1

the Communist might be, they were still politicians, primarily concerned with getting and holding power to rule. 112 5
Combined legal and moral pressures brought the release
of the political prisoners including Rowan and Eugene Debs
from federal jails in 1923, but the organization was permanently crippled by the problems, tensions, antagonisms and
factionalism reminicent of its earlier beginnings.

Legal

actions, and the resultant costs, plus changes within the
labor economy itself brought the I. W.W. to an end.

In

1924, what was left of the I. W.W. split along the same
lines as it had in 1908.
faction also lost.

This time, however, the surviving

The I. W.W. had begun to die, but it

did not die suddenly.

After an unsuccessful and totally

unsupported timber strike in 192.3, the dream of I.
solidarity simply began to fade away.

w. w.

Ten years later the

Wobbly inspired vision of industrial unionism became a
reality with the birth of the C. I.

o.

The Wobblies have

not completely disappeared from the American scene as yet,
and perhaps they never shall.

As long as places like Beverly

Park exist and as long as men like Donald McRae are used to
command the emotions of rightfully apprehensive but misinformed people, there may always be Wobblies.
Perhaps the Everett Massacre was inevitable.

Through-

out its short but arrogant history the I. W.W. reflected
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the pressure of labor unrest.

The Everett Massacre, vio-

lent, lawless and tragic, is an example of unrest and
despair.

When political and economic privilege cast itself

against a unique and determined union of men seeking their
own opportunity, justice with a badge, a gun and a club
become the tool of that privilege.

Even in the courts,

justice was too often more outraged by radicalism than by
murder.
This is not to contend that the Wobblies deserve
martyrdom for their attempts to correct social and economic
inequalities in the face of unwilling and unjust capitalism.
Determination blinded their reality.

It was one thing to

demand better working conditions and wages, quite another to
arouse antagonisms and fear among a public trusting in
democratic institutions.

By denouncing the ballot box, the

Wobblies denounced their trust in the very society they
sought to improve, and as a result, that society rejected
them.
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APPENDIX A
Paul Fredrick Bissenden, The I. W.W.;~ Study of
American Syndicalism (2d ed.; New York: Russell and
Russell, 1957), p. 351.
PREAMBLE
as adopted by the 1905 I. W.W. Convention
The working class and the employing class have nothing
in common. There can be no peace so long as hunger and want
are found among millions of working people and the few, who
make up the employing class, have all the good things of life.
Between these two classes a struggle must go on until
all the toilers come together on the political, as well as
on the industrial field, and take and hold that which they
produce by their labor, through an economic organization of
the working class without affiliation with any political
party.
The rapid gathering of wealth and the centering of
the management of industries into fewer and fewer hands
makes the trades unions unable to cope with the ever-growing
power of the employing class, because the trades unions
foster a state of things which allows one set of workers to
be pitted against another set of workers in the same industry,
thereby helping defeat one another in wage wars. The trades
unions aid the employing class to mislead the workers into
the belief that the working class have interests in common
with their employers.
These sad conditions can be changed and the interests
of the working class upheld only by an organization formed in
such a way that all its members in any one industry, or in
all industries, if necessary, cease work whenever a strike
or lockout is on in any department thereof, thus making an
injury to one an injury to all.
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APPENDIX B
Industrial Worker, June 1967.
PREAMBLE
as adopted by the 1908 I. W.W. Convention
The working class and the employing class have nothing
in common. There can be no peace so long as hunger and want
are found among millions of working people and the few, who
make up the employing class, have all the good things of life.
Between these two classes a struggle must go on until
the workers of the world organize as a class, take possession
of the earth and the machinery of production, and abolish the
wage system.
We find that the centering of management of the industries into fewer and fewer hands makes the trade unions
unable to cope with the ever growing power of the employing
class. rrhe trade unions foster a state of affairs which
allows one set of workers in the same industry to be pitted
against another set of workers in the same industry, thereby
helping defeat one another in wage wars. Moreover, the trade
unions aid the employing class to mislead the workers into
the belief that the working class have interests in common
with their employers.
These conditions can be changed and the interest of
the working class upheld only by an organization formed in
such a way that all its members in any industry, or in all
industries if necessary, cease work whenever a strike or
lockout is on in any department thereof, thus making an
injury to one an injury to all.
Instead of the conservative motto, 11 A fair day's
wage for a fair day's w-ork, 11 we must inscribe on our banner
the revolutionary watchword, "Abolition of the wage system."
It is the historic mission of the working class to
do away with capitalism. The army of production must be
organized, not only for the everyday struggle with capitalists, but also to carry on production when capitalism shall
have been overthrown. By organizing industrially we are
forming the structure of the new society within the shell
of the old.
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Edwin Parker,
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Everett Interviews" (MSS, Everett Public
ORDINANCE NO. 1746

An ordinance regulating the use of certain parts of
certain public streets, avenues, and other public places
in Everett, providing a penalty for the violation thereof,
and declaring an emergency.
THE CITY OF EVERETT DOES ORDAIN:
Section 1: No person shall, in the City of Everett,
in or upon either Colby Avenue, Hewitt Avenue, or that part
of Wetmore Avenue between Hewitt Avenue and Pacific Avenue,
nor upon any public street or alley or other public place
within one block either north or south of Hewitt Avenue
between the east line of Broadway and the west line of Grand
Avenue, make any public address or hold any public meeting,
or loiter in said streets at such meeting, or expose for
sale any goods, wares or merchandise or erect or maintain
any booth, stand, or tent for such purpose.
Section 2: Any person violating any of the provisions
of this ordinance shall, upon conviction, be fined in any
sum not exceeding one hundred (;$100) dollars, or be
imprisoned for not more than thirty (30) days.
Section 3: All ordinances and parts of ordinances in
conflict herewith are hereby repealed.
Section 4: WHEREAS, the above ordinance is necessary
for the proper regulation of the above named places, an
emergency is declared to exist, and this ordinance shall
take effect upon its passage and publication.
D. D. Merrill, i•layor
Passed Sept. 19, 1916
Attest:

Louis Lesk, City Clerk

Published Sept. 21, 1916
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APPE:NDIX D

Everett Daily Herald, 3 Nov. 1916
ARr.rICLE PROM THE INDUSTRIA.L WORKER REPRINTED
IN THE EVERErT DAILY HERALD

This fight must be won as the whole future of I. w. W. in
this section depends upon the outcome • • • • We want all
the footloose rebels in the West to center their attention
upon Everett and the Lumber Trusts, mill and logging properties. Get on the job and use your judgement. A real
tom can exercise pretty good judgement, and when he does, my
how the !llasters will squirmt Fellow worker, this is your
fight, we need financial support, undoubtedly, but above
all we need men, men cats, you lmow-real toms • • • • Head
this way, and if you cannot join the invading army on
Everett, you can get out on the job and besides making a
stake you can-well, you know.
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APPE:NDIX E
Songs of the Worker to Fan the Flames of Discontent
(31st ed.; Chicago: Industrial Workers ofthe World,
1964), p. 12.

CHRISTIANS AT WAR
by John F. Kendrick
(Tune:

"Onward, Christian Soldiers")

Onward, Christian soldiers! Duty•s way is plain;
Slay your Christian neighbors, or by them be slain.
Pulpeteers are spouting effervescent swill,
God above is calling you to rob and rape and kill,
All your acts are sanctified by the Lamb on high;
If you love the Holy Ghost, go murder, pray and die.
Onward, Christian soldiers, rip and tear and smite!
Let the gentle Jesus bless your dynamite.
Splinter skulls with shrapnel, fertilize the sod;
Folks who do not speak your tongue deserve the curse of God.
Smash the doors of every home, pretty maidens seize;
Use your might and sacred right to treat them as you please.
Onward, Christian soldiers! Christo. K.•s the bill.
Steal the farmers' savings, take their grain and meat;
Even though the children starve, the Saviour•s bums must eat.
Burn the peasant•s cottages, orphans leave bereft;
In Jehova•s holy name, wreak ruin right and left.
Onward, Christian soldierst Drench the land with gore;
Mercy is a weakness all the gods abhor.
Bayonet the babies, jab the mothers, too;
Hoist the cross of Calvary to hallow all you do.
File your bullets• noses flat, poison every well;
God decrees your enemies must all go plumb to hell.
Onward, Christian soldiers! Blighting all you meet,
Trampling human freedom under pious feet.
Praise the Lord whose dollar sign dupes his favored racet
Make the foreign trash respect your bullion brand of grace.
Trust in mock salvation, serve as tyrant's tools;
History will say of you, "That paclc of G_ d _ Fools."
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